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Diminished
capacity...

Diminished capacity... That's what | thought I'd tell
‘em if it went to court --diminished capacity.
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Yeah, yeah...
That oughtta

work.
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oF STAN LEE,

A WHo EARLY ON
A\ WAS MY MENTOR...

BELATED
RECOGNITION —
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A CHANCE TO HANG OUT WITH FRIENDS YOU KEEP w
TRAEFIC , You're BOUND TO TOUCH WITH OVER THE FHONE BUT SELDOM SEE..

MAKE SOME MONEY, EVEN IF
TS NOT g‘_’; M&égdﬁ TRADITIONAL —— THERE'S A REALLY 6oop

ON THE OTHER HAND — 50 MUCH

coMic e o ME»WMM RESTAVRANT JUST
L e ot oorce o Wy ilasish
SOME A THESE O Bocks, By ' /)

I ONLY @GOT 4 FEW LEFT.

WELL, WHAT'S YOUR
PEFINITION OF POST—
mmw;

THE
IMPRESS [ON
I GET FRoM FEOFLE 7t
WHO USE THE TERM 1S THAT You
CAN BE A REACTIONARY AND
POST-MODERN AT THE SAME TIME,

FK’DI‘HMD
72 HAVE '#M...

THE COMPORTE of HOME | |——— FIREE AH, WHAT A
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IM THINKIN®

=z IT MIGHT BE WORTH
. OUR GETTIN, FINALLY.

ARTISTS
LOUNGE
frme——

s WELL | DUNNO,
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AT'S
MATT!HE'S
LOOKING

; UNUSUALLY

FIT.
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HI, HARVEY, Vi A =

Imma-- GROENING!
THAVEN'T SEEN

YA SINCE '71,



OH, PRETTY WELL. | : I APPRECI =
WAS JUST TALKING TO B e D
JOYCE ABOUT YOU / ALL THE ADVICE

DOING A MOVIE. //‘ WE C'N GET.
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/ ? HE'S PRETTY
OH, UH, MATT. I WANTED T'SHOW /) INTERESTING, HE
YOU A SCRIPTTJUST WROTE y’W //',{/ , BEEN SELLING HIS
ABOUT A GUY I MET HERE / W / 7 DRAWINGS AND COLOR
NAMED KAPITAN KARTOON. HE // X/x."-r,{.»-xf 7 PICTURE S--THEY LOOK
WAS SITTING NEXT TO ME LUNTIL 0 LIKE CARTOON CELS...
JUST A WHILE AGO, AND WE GOT AN MAYBE YOUVE SEEN 1.
TO TALKING... 1 4 ; HE'S DRESSED UP LIKE
il AN OLD-FASHIONED
- A | SEA CAPTAIN. HE HAS
= , LIKE A SIREN HE BLOWS
A ) gl
T / O i 77, Y% .
A /Q// o //V/;?f, ..'{,,
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BUT HE ALSO MAKES
MONEY AS A TELEFHONE
SOLICITOR, TO MAKE BOTH
ENDS MEET..IF YCANT
MAKE BOTH ENDS MEAT,
MAKE ONE VEGET ABLE,
RIGHT?

ANYWAY--HE TOLD VE
.JTHESE ANECDOTES ABOUT
TELEMARKETING." AND | USED

THEM FOR A STORY. TAKE A
LOOK AT IT, WILLYA 7
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OH, OO0 1
was HOFIN' Y'D
LIKE IT.
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YEAH, HARVEY.
THIS'S FUNNY.
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SEE, INOTICED A LIST OF YOURS IN A
MAGAZINE OF THE 100 GREATEST PEOPLE,
AND IWAS ONLY NUMBER NINETY-SIX ON IT.




YOU MEET A FEW i
MORE PEOPLE THAT S0 IWAS TRYIN' TIMPRESS YA,
IMPRESS YA AND TLL FALL TO AT LEAST SOLIDIFY mY
COMPLETELY OFF IT. FPOSITION, AND MAYBE MOVE A
FEW NOTCHES UF,

WANT YOU
TO GIVE HER A

_Zf / = " . : ! :j;' __.-":' .-:I ), : ’ .
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WARNING,
TELL'ERIM
GUNMNIN'
FOR HER #4
SPOT.

SAY, ARE YOU
STILL IN CONTACT

WITH LYNDA
BARRY?
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AW, CMON,
HARVEY, WE WENT
TO COLLEGE s

TOGETHER..
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= T'm GONNA
: 3 RUN OVER
T "_ ‘ER uN; BLOW
<\ BY'ERLIKE A
ZZNMACK TRUCK.

YEAH, YEAH, T

KNOW, BUT I'M

GUNNIN' FOR IT
ANYWAY,
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WHAT'S
THE

WORST

FOSSIBLE

I DUNNO.
WHAT?
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YEAH, FIRST OF ALL, ALMOST o -:g?

ANY TELEMARKETING ,
COMPANY WILL HIRE YOU IF
=) YOU'RE BREATHING.
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BASICALLY. I TOOK TELEMARKETING AS A JOB
BECALISE 1 LOST MY JOB AS ART DIRECTCR
AT AT-SHIRT COMFANY...

Hu'H3d ASNDYH 94413

SO ITM
T
SO INEEDED ¥ WATCHIN'
Tk £ %
LIKE IF I 7 c}qmg%e
TGDONALD Sy [hl ME A NEWS-
TWOULD BE PAPER
AWEEK OR SUBSCRIP-
TWO TION. HE
BEFORE I Dimgﬁffw
GOT HIRED, WAS ME.
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50 I SAID, "MIKE,
THIS |S FAUL.”

A NO,ICAN'T BUT
A ARE THEY
HIRING THERE
WHERE YOU

FALIL
(FAUL DALE)

FIRE EVERY DAY HERE.
rr
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SURE, THEY HIRE AND
7

Ll
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OH, HI, PAUL.
WANNA BLY THE
NEWSFAPER?

GREAT, WHER
ARE YAP TLL

COME DOWN,




YOU MAKE A SALE IN THE FIRST
COUPLA DAYS, OR
THEY'D CAN YA.
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AFTER THAT,
Y'HAD TMEET A
ONE-PER-HOUR QUOTA,
| ORYOUD BE OUT ON
THE STREET.
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YOU C'N GET THE «L]]h.

ORIGINAL A’ THIS ; TOO RICH
FOR FIFTY BUCKS. FOR MY

it BLOOD. 4
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BUT Y'GOTTA
SPEND MONEY
T'MAKE MONEY. /gt

YOU COULD
MAKE YOUR OWN
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AFTER THE THIRD WEEK,I

THOUGHT IWAS GONNA GET
CANNED. I WAS MAKING
ABOUT ONE SALE A DAY,

LR, o - i : ! 1
T a . L

MY SUPERVISOR TELLS ME THAT I MADE IT BY THE B
SKIN OF MY TEETH. BUT I JUST FIGURED I'D WORK o=
THERE FOR A COUPLA LOUSY WEEKS, MAKE FIVE B
BUCKS AN HOUR, AND GO ON TO THE NEXT JOB. b

e

ISTAYEDWITH
THE COMPANY
FOR AYEAR,
CALLIN' PEOPLE
UP AND TRYIN'
TO BADGER
THEM INTO
BUYIN' A
NEWSFPAPER
THEY DIDN'T
WANT.

e

AND THEN SLA2EyY !’ 1
MAKE SEVEN SALES ON
THE DAY THEY WERE
GONNA CAN ME,

BUT SOMETHING HORRIBLE
HAPPENED. I BECAME GOOD
AT THE WORST JOB ANYBODY
COULD POSSIBLY HAVE.




IBECAME GREEDIER-- TWANTED MORE
SALES. MY PERSONALITY CHANGED. | BEAT
THE SALES QUOTA OF THE FRIEND WHO

'FDLLZ ME ABOUT THE JOB. =
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I SLOWLY TURNED INTO A
SALESMAN. NO MATTER

13 r HOW YA DOIN'Z 5 =

- (6_,_ “:}:) ) \ :'. .' III| |I | -
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HI,FOLKS

ONE DAY I LOOKED AROUND. I
SAW MY LIFE GOING NOWHERE.

HOW NASTY THE REJECT -
ION GOT, I SHRUGGED
OFF THE REJECTION.

TO KEEP
REJECTION
FROM EATING
MY SOUL, I
OREW LITTLE
THUMBNAIL
SKETCHES
AND SEXY

" GIRL
CHARACTERS
FOR THE
OTHER GUYS
IN THE
OFFICE.
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IREALIZED--IM NOT A TELEMARKETER, A
PHONE SOLICITOR. IWAS AN ARTIST. THAD
TO GET BACK TO MY OLD WORKING HABITS.

g

2
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50, IKNEW THERE WAS A comic CONVENTION | | INSNRASS = %@;\\\ S
COMIN' UP IN OAKLAND, TWANTED 10 60 REAL | [l 1) et : = :
BAD, BUT I HAD TO WORK WEEKENDS AT THIS | K[l .

ICALLED
IN SICK
SATURDAY :

BN e
Wy /=g A 278
ATTHE _ Ru &"g \{: , "'/’/éi r’f"//;; l

NS
CONVENTION - % ',-’f 2 Vi
J’E’ T I ]
S

I SELL DRAW- Y é? g
INGS OF i ('_f |
SEXYGIRL | A N M 5 -
CHARAC- o —

il
TERS AND
HUMOR

[ T T
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MY TELEMARKETING EXPERIENCE
IMPROVED MY ABILITY TO TALK TO
TOMERS.

IWAS ABLE TO JIVE AND JOKE
WITH PEOPLE AT THE
CONVENTION DEALERS TABLE. |
IFOUND MY PERSONALITY SOLD Ry
MY ARTWORK, RATHER THAN §
THE ARTWORK ITSELF.

MO
"FUCK OFF,
ASSHOLE,
IDON'T
WANT TO
BUY YOUR
FAFPER."
I DION'T
HAVE TO
PUT UP
WITH
REJECTION
: : A W, | T . 55 o 2 AND B.S,
WHEN IRETURNED TO il : P \ &8 (7 ANYMORE,
WORK ON MONDAY, 2\ = LN e A P _- =)
THEY FIRED ME FOR 4 17 4 Lo : 2l
NOT SHOWING UP ON \ —— - = :
SATURODAY. THEY TOLC I
ME SOMETHING
LUDICROUS, LIKE LACK K
OF JOB PERFORM-
ANCE AND BAD
ATTITUDE TOWARD
AUTHORITY.

IWENT HOME, STARTED MY ARTWORK DOESN'T

DRAWING AGAIN, AND ALWAYS FAY THE RENT, SO I

STARTED PLAN- ARKE TN 3 OSSR
IN : =

%Ex_r cgmv?sm— TIME TO TIME.

ITS LIKE A
CYCLE. I WORK
7 FOR AMONTHOR
TWO, MAKEA COUPLA
BUCKS,AND THEN GET
FIRED FROM "THE
WORST JOB A
PERSON COULD

/o



IWAS BETWEEN
TELEMARKETING JOBS, AND
MAKING UP SOME ARTWORK

FOR A CONVENTION IN A
COUPLE OF MONTHS.

Swry 4y
HARVEY

PERAR

art by
SCOTT A.
CJZBRERT
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I NEEDED SOME MONEY REAL BAD, SO 1
CALLED UP AN OLD CLIENT WHO MAKES

T-SHIRTS, AT

A

LOCAL SWAFP MEET.

D976 HARVEY PEKAR



, A SMALL-
7N TIME COMPANY,
71\ AND HE LIKES TO
BOOTLEG FROM
TIME TO TIME

SO I CALL ''M UF AND HE WANTS TO DO A
KNOCKOFF OF THE NEW TERMWVATORZ MOVIE.

I QUICKLY
KNOCK IT OFF AND HE

oy, -
rqgfi,.

U

iy,
(1]

Eof

g “w' LI 2™
¥,

HE ASKED ME TO MAKE
UP A T-SHIRT WITH ARNOLD
SCHWARZENEGGER ON IT. AND )
HE'S GONNA PAY ME 545.00 f &

FOR THE HONOR.

T

!
|

il
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GEORDI, TAKEA GOOD LOOK--T
GOTTALOTTA STUFF.

.7 ACTUALLY \a
YLOOK MORE

LIKE COM-

MISSIONER
GORDON.

7 TMWATCHING HOW THE
1 SHIRTS ARE MOVING AT THE
“\ FLEAMARKET -- SO I THINK
7N MAYBEIFIBUY AFEW. .~

l.“m-h

=
-
=
g
E

OH, I
FORGOT--

SF.00,1COULD PROBABLY
SELL EM AT THAT

SO I LOADED UP MY CAR WITH A
T-sHIRTS AND DROVE HOME, PASSING
THE LOCAL THEATER WHERE THEY
WERE SHOWING TERMINATORL.
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1 SAID, \ 7
“THIS 1S TOO i ey
GOOD AN - —
OPPOR-
JETETS, - ——
IPARKED ot J E=
AND TRIED A ===/
] | bl '$ y T
TO PECDLE m A et s = -
SOME ﬁf‘f e
T-SHIRTS : vy
AT THE LINE i~ amr—y /=8
OF PEOPLE
WAITING. IT -, (V= =
WAS FOUR i ==
BLOCKS T =t \
LONG. Y =
=\
= —
: -~ IFEAR THAT THERE'S GONNA BE
SOMEBODY IN THAT LINE THAT I
COULD RECOGNIZE, AND IVE
ALWAYS GOTTEN A LOT OF CRAF
FROM MY FRIENDS ABOUT SO I PUT ON A PAIR OF SUN-
DS | ey
2 Y 2 g Zy USE,TO DISGUISE MYSELF.

N

Y0 |\ EmA Y e

I THEN
WENT
DOWN TO
THE LINE
TO SELL
THE
T-SHIRTS.
EVERY-
THING T
LEARNED
IN TELE-
MARKET -
ING CAME
BACK TO

ME AND |,

IBECAME | !

THIS SALES- | !
PERSON

s -

o

5

5 ’

- A |
“"‘...Ii‘l. l'l’l‘“\b
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NOT ONLY THAT, I couLCll |1 was TERRIFIED BECAUSE
SEE THEM AND THE LOOKS ] B THESE PEOFLE WERE WAITING
ON THEIR FACES. I COULCH BIN LINE ON A HOT DAY, AND THEY
SEE WHAT THEY THOUGHT l§ RWERE IRRITABLE, DION'T WANT
OF ME INSIOE. TO BE BOTHERED, AND THEY'D
TR 2 | ALREADY SPENT A FORTUNE

1 e ON MOVIE TICKETS.

-
-
AT

2 : . 5 ISTART MOVING DOWN THE

] : LINE AGAIN. PEOPLE WHO

= - i ) ARE NOT INTERESTED IN

s MY PRODUCT ARE NOT

MAKING EYE CONTACT
WITH ME.

'a




SO1I
MOVED
BACK UP
THE LINE.
Im ABOUT
TO GIVE UFR,
AND I
FELT LIKE
FACKING
IT IN. WHY
EXPOSE
MYSELF TO
THIS ABUSE
AND THE
POSSIBILITY
OF A
FPOLICEMAN
WRITING
ME LIP A
TICKET FOR
VENDING
WITHOUT A

LICENSE? 7\ =z \ | NN uyﬁ-i?

I WAS WALKING BACK TO THE =4
LALSO BAC e ESEyRienT CAR WHEN A LITTLE LADY SAYS, =
POLICE SWOOFPING OUT OF THE I'LL TAKE ONE, MISTER.” =
SKY AND PUTTING ME IN JAIL. e .

) | D‘o YOU [—
L THINK THISLL o
P — FIT ME? (i 2 )|=
O R

; L
ONLY $7.007
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.- i . - q { !
% 2R ) ' b =
< Y | Es
R %
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IF IDON'T
GET ONE FOR MY 18
BROTHER,HE'LL g8
KILL ME.

20



ASIGO BACKTO MY CAR
TO GET MORE T-SHIRTS,
PEOPLE ARE CHASING

IN LESS THAN AN HOUR TVE sOLD
TWENTY T-SHIRTS.

W ;I
_\\\\\*{fk.\l; }I}Eﬂ
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AFTER THE WEEKEND,I GAVE MY FRIEND AT THE
T-SHIRT SHOP 5105.00 FOR THE SHIRTS, WHICH T

GOTTEN ON CONSIGNMENT, AND T WAS ABLE TO
POCKET A 5140.00 PROFIT, WHICH T USED TO PAY
MY LATE RENT FEE.,

o Ll

SN ) e

_
N

OF ALL T-
SHIRTS IN I
LESS THAN |
TWO HOURS,
AND T HAVE
POCKETED
5245.00.

SO,

G N\

I TOLO HM WHERE I SOLD THE SHIRTS,
AND HE GOT A LITTLE FREAKED OUT.

N

W 7 I WAS INVISIBLE. E

[
4/}7

e J N R N AT R A L A

- HEY, MAN, IT'S ONE
THING TO SELL THIS STUFF AT
A FLEA MARKET, BUT IF YOU SELL
IT TO PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE
THEATER YOU CAN
GET BUSTED! __

</



THEN HE RELATES A STORY ABOUT %@
GETTING BUSTED FOR SELLING BOOT - 3 , : oK. BUT KEEP
LEG T-SHIRTS AT A ROCK CONCERT.I =% s i e

Bl Zeay— % - WHERE YOU GOT
' -5'9__,;._,—1.*
\

= =— ; THE SHIRTS.
L £
: }.-A! .
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OFF HM THAT HE CONSIGNS
TO ME. FOR THE NEXT FOUR
: WEEKENDS WHEN THE LINES
ARE LONGEST, IGC OUT AND
Y] MOVE THE MERCHANDISE.

MY SALES-
MAN'S SKILLS ARE
TAKING OVER MY
PERSONALITY.

et

YOU MEAN
LIKE JEKYLL
AND HYDE?

Ay
> k\%\{.

R
S\

= O

P

I APPROACH PEOPLE WITH
MORE CONFIDENCE AND GALL .

z2



I INVENT A NEW SPIEL
FOR COUPLES:

HEY
THERE, SIR,
WOULDJA
LIKE T'BUY
A T-SHIRT
FOR YOUR

LADYZSHE'LL |s
HAVE ARNIE
ON HER
CHEST
AND YOU
ON HER
MIND.

THAT ALWAYS GETS A LAUGH FROM
THE COUPLE--AND ALMOST ALWAYS
GETS A SALE.

ON THE SUNCAY OF LAST IGO0 INTO MY SPIEL, AND THE PEOFLE IN LINE START

THE
WEEKEND, THERE WAS A SMALL LINE LAUCGHING AND POINTING AT ME,AND SAY, YOU'RE

GETTING READY FOR A MATINEE. ITHE GUY IN THE NEWSPAPER.”

SOME
REPORTER
T YOU TALKING W7 HAE ﬂmﬁﬁ”
, ABOUT? , INTEREST
: STORY ON
THE LARGE
CROWDS AT
TERMINATOR T
MOVIES,
AND IN THE
ARTICLE HE
MENTIONED
MY SPIEL I DO
WITH
COUPLES.

-3



N. ALL OF
, I'M MEN -
AN ARTICLE
0,000 PEOPLE!

A SUDDEN

TIONED IN

R

MY COVER'S BLOW
EAD BY 30

AN TO GET A

RAGRAPHS.

D WAS TALKING
FA

R
o

S
I
(g
u
w
$

—
tf
V]
<
Y

§
:
:

A
NEW

IT REALLY SHOWED THAT THE SALESWMAN

PERSONALITY IMPRESSED PEOPLE
MORE THAN WHO I REALLY WAS,

I REALIZED THIS COULD
HAVE CAUSED ME LEGAL
PROBLEMS, BUT I WAS KIND
OF FLATTERED BY THE
ATTENTION.

IN OTHER
' WORDS--
THEY LIKED MR.

HYDE MORE
THAN DR,
JEKYLL

24
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> LOVE v'sturr,
SWEETIE, BABY,
BOOBIE 7

A VIRTUALLY INEINITE 5uPPz.V
OF RARE JAZZ L.Ps *
(IM coLL ECT?HG ASAIN).
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LOS ANGELES, CA 90038
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